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PRIZES PRESENTED TO ESSAY WINNERS

Prizes were presented to the ten winners of the TTPBA’s Essay-writing Competition held in commemoration of World Press Freedom Day 2010.  The TSTT and School of Business & Computers Science (SBCS)- sponsored competition required Secondary School students to submit essays of not more that 1500 words on “The Role of Media in Society”. 

The top ten winners, who represented schools from across the country, were each presented with a laptop computer.  TTPBA President, Ms. Kiran Maharaj, thanked all the students for empowering themselves by participating in such a competition as they were the generation that would be the future leaders of the nation.  

TSTT’s Graeme Suite, who was on hand to present five of the laptops said he was overwhelmed by the response to the competition and congratulated the TTPBA on this initiative.  Over two hundred and fifty entries were received.  Dr. Robin Maharaj, Founder and Executive Director of the SBCS, before presenting laptops to winners, reminded them of the power of media, referencing an excerpt from the book, “My Paper Chase” by Harold Evans, renowned veteran reporter, who, through his investigation of a particular incident, was able to bring about change.  

Well respected journalist, Sunity Maharaj, one of the final round judges, also spoke to the students, urging them to find their own voice among the myriad voices they would hear throughout their lives.   

Vice President of the TTPBA, Yaseen Rahaman, was also on hand and thanked the sponsors, TSTT and SBCS for making the competition possible, the Judges – members of the TTPBA Executive, Mr. Kenneth Gordon and Ms. Sunity Maharaj,  the students across the country for participating, and the parents for supporting their children as they eagerly gave voice to their thoughts. 

The winners were delighted to receive their prizes, with their proud parents on hand to celebrate with them. 
Winners were:

Sesh Gowrie-Sankar of Hillview College

Rafiya Karim of St. Augustine Girls High School  

Aarti Maharaj of Naparima Girls High School  

Taruna Seebaransingh of St. Joseph’s Convent, St. Joseph    

Antoinette Sydney of Bishop Anstey High School, Port of Spain   

Candice Alexander of St. Joseph’s Convent, San Fernando  

Raisah K. Ali of St. Augustine Girls High School  

Reyad Hosein of San Fernando Central Secondary   

Anika Black-Haynes of Providence Girls Catholic Secondary   

Shastri Ram of Presentation College, Chaguanas

(Photo shows winners flanked on left by Yaseen Rahamah, VP-TTPBA, Dr. Robin Maharaj-SBCS, and on right by Graeme Suite-TSTT and Ms. Kiran Maharaj, President-TTPBA)  

