3rd March 2010.

Mr. Howard Chin Lee,

Chairman,

National Carnival Commission of Trinidad & Tobago,

C/o Synergy TV,

Tragarete Road,

Port of Spain.

Dear Mr. Chin Lee,

The Trinidad and Tobago Publishers and Broadcasters Association (TTPBA) is concerned about recent developments with respect to the coverage of Carnival celebrations in Trinidad and Tobago, and more specifically, in Port of Spain, as we believe there are serious implications for future coverage of Carnival, as well as other national festivals.  It is in this light, therefore, that we seek your clarification. 

Firstly, the media was informed that the ‘rights’ to broadcast Panorama, Dimanche Gras and the Parade of the Bands had been ‘secured exclusively’ by one media house.  These rights purportedly include the right to stream these events online in Trinidad and Tobago and globally. 

Secondly, at least one media house was issued a ‘cease and desist’ letter from the attorneys of the assigned broadcaster, in respect of coverage of bands along the parade route that is outside of the competition centres under the control of the NCC and/or stakeholder groups.  

By means of this letter, the TTPBA seeks clarification from the National Carnival Commission with respect to the following:

(1) Who awards the rights to NCC events and locations? 

(2) If the answer is the NCC what gives them the right to award media contracts for Carnival? How has the NCC come into the ownership of the rights which were either sold or assigned to the assigned broadcaster what were the specific rights assigned, and from the perspective of the NCC, what is the precise nature of the rights which it claims to possess?  Our understanding is that some media personnel from one media house, with purchased passes, were blocked from entering Adam Smith Square.  

(3) How were the rights the NCC claims to possess sold or assigned to the media house for coverage this year?  Were other television stations allowed to compete for those rights through some tender process or otherwise? What was the bidding process, if any, in the recent granting of exclusive rights to one television station?

(4) What is the perspective of the International Property Office on the coverage areas outside of NCC jurisdiction of venues and judging points?  What, also, is their perspective on copyright issues regarding carnival bands and costumes – can these have copyright ownership as being ‘original’ works?

(5) Road Coverage – How does the granting of media rights affect the rights of the masqueraders?  

The TTPBA considers this a matter of urgent importance to our industry, especially since we consider ourselves at a developmental stage with respect to copyright issues in our market.  Your feedback, comment and clarification will assist us in better understanding the issues.

We will also be writing to the Minister of Legal Affairs about these concerns since we know that the International Property Office is within his portfolio and his comment would be valuable to our industry.

Your response and the information provided will contribute to a better understanding of the situation.  We look forward to an early reply as we continue to work in the best interest of our industry and the public we serve.

Cc
The Honourable Marlene McDonald, MP, Minister of Community Development


  & Gender Affairs


Honourable Minister Neil Parsenlal, Minister of Information,


The Honourable Prime Minister, Patrick Manning

