A PUBLIC STATEMENT ISSUED BY THE TTPBA

Monday 14th December 2009

On

Newsday Matter before the Privileges Committee

The TTPBA wishes to express its utmost dismay at the House of Representatives’ Privileges Committee's recommendations regarding Newsday reporter, Andre Bagoo.

Mr Bagoo and his Editor in Chief, Therese Mills, appeared before the said Committee to answer to a charge that they had breached Parliamentary rules by prematurely publishing a decision of the Committee regarding a matter with Udecott.

The TTPBA accepts that the reporter and newspaper were in fact in clear breach of the Parliamentary rules, as they themselves admitted to the Committee and subsequently apologised for their actions.

The TTPBA was surprised and concerned that the Committee then recommended not only that Newsday publish its apology to the House, but also that Mr. Bagoo be banned from the media gallery of Parliament for the rest of the session.

The TTPBA considers the punishment unjustly harsh in nature especially when it takes into consideration Parliamentary precedence in such matters, and notes that other entities accused of similar breaches, like Udecott, were required only to issue an apology.

Further, three MPs produced a minority report disagreeing with these harsh, punitive measures against Mr Bagoo and Newsday, arguing that they infringed on the Constitutional guarantee of freedom of the press, as well as Mr Bagoo's Constitutional right to work. These MPs also asked that members of the House reject either the entire report or that recommendation. 

The TTPBA believes that in such circumstances, the apology issued by Newsday to the Committee should suffice and that the House should indeed reject the report and recommendations, in keeping with the democratic principle of freedom of expression, which is the hallmark of Parliament; it would be of the greatest irony if such a principle were disregarded by the very institution that is supposed to preserve it.

The TTPBA also endorses fully the Media Association's statement on this matter, where it concluded that the punishment is unduly harsh.

The TTPBA is concerned about what may be perceived to be a growing trend of intimidating the media, and emphasizes that the freedom of the press remains a paramount symbol of democracy which all should strive to maintain and preserve.
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